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An Instant Patriot 

A comedy, this play is about a young man who goes to a Makeover Agency for assistance to change him from a nobody into an instant patriot.   This one act play pokes gentle fun at conventional values and shares a bit of a laugh at stereotypical social aspirants who want to be what they are not.  
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A note on the script :
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                                AN INSTANT PATRIOT

Curtain rises on an office, sparsely furnished with a chair, a desk and bits and pieces of office equipment, including a recording machine.  Pictures on the wall suggest professional qualifications and successful clientele. 

The Master, in the garb of a fortune teller, checks his mobile phone, pacing, waiting to meet someone. 

Presently, a student, wearing a baseball cap back to front and carrying a shoulder bag,   emerges a little out of breath on stage.   
Student 

(looking round the room, gawking.)

Is this the Magic Makeover Agency?
Master 

(stretching out a hand)
Yes, it is.  And I am the Master round here.  I’ve been expecting you… You are very, very late.  

Student

Sorry. I had a little trouble finding this place. The outside nameplate for this Magic Makeover Agency is very small.  Hardly visible from a distance. (showing smallness with a hand gesture ) 

Master

So it is.  You see, my boy, big nameplates are for small Agencies.   The bigger the name, the smaller the nameplate. An incontrovertible truth!  My agency has a big name; it therefore hardly needs any nameplate at all.  

Master
(Walking round the student and sizing him  up ).  

Let me see. .. . You’re not from this part of the world… not born here, I presume.   You must be an ABC, an American Born Chinese?

Student

Actually, a BBC, a British Born Chinese. 

Master

Don’t get me wrong. I don’t mean to pry.  ABC can also be an abbreviation for Always Be Charming. Am I right to say you want to have a complete makeover? A tummy tuck here? A nip there?  A shot here?  Botox there?   To be reborn? To experience a renaissance?  To transform yourself ? 

Student

You see, it’s all my dad’s idea. He wants me to come to you for a complete makeover, not of my looks - I am handsome enough, as you can plainly see - but of my personality!

Master

Your personality!  So I see! And if I may say so, your father is a very clever man and you’ve come to the right place. But tell me one thing, do you always do what your father tells you? 

Student

Yes, I obey him only because I live off him.  He keeps me in style.  He is a rich man, filthy rich! 

Master 
Filth is a matter of opinion, my boy.  As I said earlier, you’ve come to the right place. 

This Magic Makeover Agency can certainly turn you into a new man; it can give you an entirely different personality.

Student

Can you change me into a patriot?  My father wants me to be a patriot but to me patriotism is a dirty word.  He says you can help.

Master

A patriot! No problem!  Certainly, I can help to change you into an instant patriot!  Just as your father wishes.   I can make your father’s dream come true.  You can be what your father wants you to be. (pause) Incidentally, did your father also tell you we specialize in the turncoat business? 

Student

Turncoat business? I don’t seem to recall.

Master

Indeed, we can turn you inside out, outside in, just like a coat.  Coats which can be  turned inside out can also be turned outside in. And again and back again.  . (He makes a sweeping gesture with his hand, pointing to the pictures on the wall.)
You see all these photos on the wall? These are successful clients of mine to whom I have issued certificates of authenticity. They’ve all had their coats turned many a time.

Student 

(Impressed)

Wow! That’ll please my old man. 

Master
You can trust me, my boy.  Everything good in life is based on trust, absolute trust and obedience, of course.  Now, tell me one thing before we start:  what do you yourself want in life?

Student

Who, me?

Master 
Who else? (looking around) There’s no one else here.

Student 

(a little uncomfortable)
Well, uum…what do I want in life?....I suppose I just want to  get ahead in life.  To love a girl who is hot and that’ll be cool!  Perhaps then to live happily hereafter. …and there again…(sighing) … I  don’t know what I want really….

Master

Ah, do I detect a little uncertainty here? Well, there’s danger in your uncertainty. You need to be certain of your target in life. You need a focus or you’ll wander aimlessly like a vagabond. A misfit. You don’t want to be a misfit, do you?

Student 

A misfit?  Never thought of it that way. 

Master
Yes, it’s sad to be a misfit. Very uncomfortable, being a misfit.  Now, shall we get started?  There is no time to waste.  I shall teach you the ABCs of change.  

Student

You don’t mean the BBC of change?

Master

ABC or .BBC, what does it matter! Let me start by teaching you the basics of change. 

Incidentally, everything is on record. For an extra fee, you can buy a copy of the CD at the end of the session. Scientific evidence, you understand.  I am a scientific man and believe in proof and evidence. Shall we begin?   

Student

Yes. I am ready if you are.

Master
First, we’ll begin by turning our patriotic passion into concrete action. There are a couple of rules to follow though.  Rule number one says: CASH IN A FLASH.

There are no free lunches in this world. So you must pay first and learn later. (He stretches out his hand). Cash up front, if you please. 

Student 
(without the slightest  hesitation)

Since my father pays for everything, money is no object. ( Taking a wallet from his bag  he counts bank notes, one at a time and gives it to the master) 1,2,3,4

Master

(still waiting with an outstretched hand) 

Five big ones in all.  One more big one, please.

Student

Wow… one more then. 

Master

Good. Now we are talking. Seriously talking. We come to Rule number 2: CONFORMITY.

Student

Conformity? 

Master 

Yes, conformity. It is important for you to conform. To be like everyone else. To sound the same. To talk the same. To walk the same. Conformity is a social camouflage. It is the easiest form of self protection.  You are the same as your environment.  You fit in with your environment.  A perfect fit.

Student

(repeating) 

A  perfect fit …cool!

Master

Good.  Being a perfect fit in any society is much like fitting a key to a lock. It opens doors. It makes things happen.                                                   
Student 
(mesmerized) 

It opens doors. It makes things happen.  

Master

I can see you are a fast learner already.  I can feel you and I are having a trusting relationship. This I can feel in my bones

Now we come to Rule number three : PERCEPTION.


Student 

Perception?

Master

Life is all about perception. Personality is about what people perceive you to be.  You are now a nobody.   Within the next 30 minutes, you will change this perception. You will change your personality. I shall bring you out of the freedom of your present nonentity into the bondage of an instant patriot. You get the drift?  

Student 

I am still drifting.  

Master

OK. First you have to look the part.

Student 

How so?

Master 
Remember what Confucius said? Confucius he sez: “Clothes maketh the man.”
Student 

(scratching his head)
But didn’t Shakespeare say that? ‘For the Apparel oft proclaims the man,’ Polonius said in Hamlet? Didn’t that come from Shakespeare?

Master
Confucius… Shakespeare…. What does it matter!  Great minds think alike anyway. 

Where were we now….before I was so rudely interrupted…oh yes, looking the part. 

I’ll show you what I mean. Patriotism can be worn like a fashion accessory. Let me give you a good example: the example of wearing the flag.

Student
Wearing the flag?

Master

The flag is an article of patriotism. Wearing it like an apparel is as good as raising and saluting the flag itself.  It is an aspect of personal and patriotic identification with your country. I’ll show you what I mean.                  
(The Master talks to someone on his mobile.)
(Presently, enters his Secretary, a pretty young woman who is dressed to kill.)
Meet my dear wife…erh …  Madam Secretary. 

Secretary

(aside) 

When he was poor, his wife became his secretary for life. 

Now that he is rich, his Secretary doubles up as his wife.   ( blinking knowingly at  the audience)
Master 

(to his Secretary)   

Oh, Madam Secretary, please find something patriotic for this young man to wear. 

Find him a patriotic flag, if you please.   Bring over the five star red ensign from the desk.   

Secretary

(walks to the desk  and retrieves  a red flag)

This 5-star red flag : one size fits all, 

It’s good for all occasions, even a Ball.

(She walks over, drapes it round the student and ties it round his neck like a cape.) 
How handsome you look in this patriotic flag,

A fashion ‘must-have’ even for a drag,

(She squeezes his upper arm muscles playfully.)
My, my, with these muscles, who won’t be your fan?

And this patriotic drape will change you to a super man!  

(He flexes his muscles)
Master

There!  You look the part already.  Draping a national flag is symbolic of your inner patriotic soul, you know.  (walking round the student.)

Now, you must not only look the part, you must act the part. That comes to Rule number Four :  TOTAL   IMMERSION , like Tai chi. 

Student 

Tai Chi? What has Tai Chi got to do with it.

Master
Everything.  (Turning to the Secretary) Now Madam Secretary, my dear, show this student what it’s meant by Tai Chi.  Show us a couple of Tai Chi moves to demonstrate what I mean. 

(Secretary shows a few Tai Chi Chuan on centre stage .The Master waxes poetical)
Master
(like choreographing a dance , he issues instructions while  the Secretary illustrates with movement )

To achieve a change in personality, to attain total harmony and peace,  you must not only know Tai Chi , but discipline  yourself to think like a martial artist and move like the rippling waves of an inner ocean.

Student
But how is this going to change my personality?

Master

Ah, my boy, movement is a logo of your mind.  Tai Chi is like a tribal dance. To be in alignment with Tai Chi is to achieve total unity of movement. 

On a larger scale, it achieves national unity and harmony.  Yes, my boy, all this has huge national significance. You’ll soon get deeply immersed in this patriotic and holistic art. Now follow my instructions. 


(The Secretary gets ready to move to the Master’s instructions. The Student imitates every move)
Master

The Beginning position. (note 1) 

Two feet in firm position.(note 2)

Holding the moon with two arms. (note 3)

The fairy pointing the way (note 4)  

Two palms facing and separating (note 5) 

Pushing two arms forward slowly (note 6)

Ending position.(note 7)   

(The student now moves closer to Secretary, as if wanting to embrace her)
Student  
(looking dreamily at the Secretary) 

Oh… Can I get Madam Secretary to teach me Tai Chi?  Everyday? Every night? Every day and night? 

Master

(aghast)

Have you lost your head altogether?   

Student 

Not my head. But my heart. (To  Secretary, hand  over heart) 

But you? Will you? Will you be my teacher!  I think I am totally, holistically intoxicated by your martial art! ….oh…
Master

Don’t be daft! Snap out of it!  

Student

You asked me to be totally immersed in this Tai Chi stuff….

Master

But not in this way. Not this kind of immersion! 

Student

No?

Master

No! Now back to the basics. To rule number five. PATRIOTIC LANGUAGE.  How good is your Chinese? 

Student 
Non- existent! Not a word. 

Master 
In this case, we must start by learning what Not to say. Confucius he sez: 

It’s better to be dumb by keeping your mouth shut than to prove your dumbness by opening your mouth.  So, a true patriot does not talk.  A true patriot is careful with what he says.  He never talks about controversial or taboo topics like politics; like religion; and never talk about sex.  Sex is taboo. Strictly taboo…( snapping a finger at the student) Hello! Are you listening? 
Student

Ahhh, sex…

Master
No sex please. Avoid talking about it altogether, you hear? 

(tapping his fortune teller fan on the student’s head )
Student

But then, what else can we talk about!! Everything seems to be taboo and out of bounds.

Master

The best topic is to talk about the weather. That is if you have to talk at all.   Show him, Madam Secretary. Teach him what to say, just in case he needs to say something.

Secretary

I’ve got a list for you if you are at the end of your tether;

You could refer to the mist that make you feel under the weather;

You could talk about tsunamis, earthquakes and with confusion 

Discuss climate change, melting ice and pollution in profusion. 

Student

(smitten by the Secretary) 

You’re just fantastic! I can talk about anything under the sun that you suggest.

Master 
(sarcastically) 

I see you’re already talking like a parrot. ..I mean a patriot. 

Now, to complete the picture, you must learn to talk in Chinese.   Just a few words will do for starters.  Think of it this way:  just as a salad needs a dollop of dressing, so a patriot needs a smatter of the mother tongue. 

Student

But I told you, I don’t know Chinese! Not a word!

Master

That doesn’t matter. I’ll teach you Hintease. 

Student

Hintease? What’s that?

Master
 Just as Chinglish is a mixture of Chinese and English, so Hintease is a hint of Chinese.   Here, let me ask Madam Secretary to show you what I mean. When I speak to her in Chinese, all she needs to do is to imitate the last sound. Remember, just follow the last sound. Are you with me?

Student 
I think I can follow you. 

Master 

(Speaking to secretary in Cantonese) 

Ngor oi nei? (note A)

Secretary

Nei. 

Master 
Lian Mmm Lain (note B) 

Secretary

Lain 

Master
Ho mm Ho (note C) 

Secretary 

Ho.

Master

Sui mm sui (Note D) 

Secretary

Sui

Master 

(to student)

You see, my boy,  it’s a piece of cake.  If you follow the rules, you are already conversing in your mother tongue.   

Student 
So easy!  

Master

(aside)

All things are easy to learn until you actually start learning it.  

Student
One thing puzzles me though. Isn’t this bad Chinese? 

Master

Precisely so.  Bad is better than worse, which is having no Chinese at all. 

Let me teach you another trick.  You can’t really be a patriot without learning Mandarin.  Take the word ‘Yes’ in mandarin. It’s pronounced Dui. You can get away with it by using the word Dui on any occasion, so long as you nod, look serious and utter the sound.
Student

(imitating parrot fashion) 

Dui. 

Master  

You know, of course, in Chinese ‘yes’ can also mean ‘no’.  For instance : ‘yes, we have no bananas today.’ So the word Dui is conveniently ambiguous in meaning. It is mystical and carries with it a depth of intellect which defies any logical explanation.   

Student 
Dui 

Master 
You’ve got it already.  

 Student 
Dui 

Master 
Perfect. 


Student  


Dui. 

Master
OK.  I think you’ve got the hang of it. . 

Student 
Dui

Master

(highly irritated.)          

You can cut out the Dui.  (aloud) Madam Secretary, fetch me the certificate of authenticity. This minute!
(Secretary walks to the desk, finds the piece of paper, and hands it to the Master who reads out aloud)
Master

I shall issue you with this piece of paper which certifies your completion of an intensive study in Instant Patriotism. I hereby pronounce you an Instant Patriot. 

Student 
Dui. 

Master 

You can leave now. You need not come again. 

Student
(To Secretary, kissing her hand, the student drops on one knee while the Master looks on aghast at the kneeling figure)

In that case, I shall take Madam Secretary with me.             

Come, live with me and be my love,* 

And we will all the pleasures prove 

Together we take trips abroad, 

That an instant patriot can afford. 

Wearing a flag and national socks  

I’ll watch you frolic in designer frocks.

If these delights thy mind may move, 

Then live with me and be my love.
Secretary

(In reply) 

  Canto-pop concerts and shopping malls, 

  Trips to Beijing and annual balls

  Up with these pleasure I can put 

              Even if shoes are on the other foot.

  Tai Chi is good for the erotic zones,

  Out with diet pills and skin and bones.

  With the blessings of heavens above, 

  I’ll live with thee and be thy love.
(Secretary and the Student swooning over each other exit   arm in arm )
Master

At first I thought he was just a nerd,

But look at him now, he’s left with my bird. 

I think I had better close this shop.  

And try my hand at Canto-pop.  

( Canto-pop music plays back stage ) 

                                                 (LIGHTS OUT) 

* Apologies to Christopher Marlowe

FOOTNOTES

Note 1 Chi Sze

Note 2 Ma Po Chuang

Note 3 Shuang Bei Lan Yueh

Note 4 Shien Yen Tse Lu

Note 5 Chang hsin kai ho 

Note 6 Ro Han Chu Chang 

Note 7 Shou Sze

Note A  I love you

Note B  Isn’t it beautiful? 

Note C  Isn’t it good?

Note D  Isn’t it rotten? 
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